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Abstract 

BACKGROUND: Hard palate mucosa serves as a main donor material in periodontal plastic surgery and its 
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thickness is crucial for the surgical outcomes.  

OBJECTIVE: To analyze the thickness of hard palate mucosa in Han population, and analyze the consistency between 

cone-beam CT image analysis and trans-gingival probing method. 

METHODS: A total of 30 Han volunteers (300 teeth) were recruited, and the thickness of hard palate mucosa was 

measured using cone-beam CT image analysis or trans-gingival probing method, to analyze their consistency.  

RESULTS AND CONCLUSION: The two methods showed a higher consistency in the thickness of hard palate mucosa 

at the cuspid, first and second premolars as well as first and second molars. The thickness of the hard palate mucosa 

related to the distance from the gingival margin and tooth position, the thickness from the canine region to the second 

premolar region thickening gradually, and became the thickest at the second molar, and the thinnest at the cuspid. This 

study for the first time analyzed the thickness of hard palate mucosa in Chinese Han population, and confirmed there is a 

high consistency between cone-beam CT image analysis and trans-gingival probing method.  

Subject headings: Tooth; Periodontitis; Connective Tissue; Tissue Engineering 

Funding: the National Natural Science Foundation of China, No. 81271160 and 81470750 
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Figure 1  Cone-beam 

CT image 
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Figure 2   Location on the cone-beam CT images 
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Figure 3   Schematic diagram of the measuring points on 

cone-beam CT images 
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Figure 4  The prepared plastic 

guide plate and measuring holes 
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Table 2  The thickness of the hard palate mucosa at each tooth 

measured by two methods  
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Table 3  Comparison of the thickness of the hard palate mucosa 
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� 2��� 3.56±0.73 3.37±0.72 3.81±0.74 3.75±0.70 
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Figure 5  The thickness of the hard palate mucosa at different teeth 
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Figure 6  The thickness of the hard palate mucosa at different 
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