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Abstract 

BACKGROUND: It is likely to find that ABCE1 plays an important part in the occurrence and progression 

of cancers through in-depth study. 

OBJECTIVE: To investigate the effects of ABCE1 silencing on the proliferation and sensitivity to 

β-eiemene of ovarian cancer stem cells via electrotransfection. 

METHODS: siRNA sequence of ABCE1 was designed and synthesized, and then was electrotransfection 

into ovarian cancer stem cells. Subsequently, expressions of ABCE1 mRNA and protein in ovarian cancer 

stem cells after ABCE1 silencing were detected by RT-PCR and western blot assay; the cell cycle was 

detected using flow cytometry; the sensitivity of ovarian cancer stem cells to β-eiemene after ABCE1 

silencing was analyzed by MTT assay and colony-formation assay. 

RESULTS AND CONCLUSION: After ABCE1 silencing, expressions of ABCE1 mRNA and protein in 

ovarian cancer stem cells were significantly reduced. And the cell cycle was arrested in G

0

/G

1

 phase, and 

the number of cells in S phase significantly decreased. Furthermore, the sensitivity of ovarian cancer stem 

cells to β-eiemene after ABCE1 silencing was significantly enhanced. In conclusion, ABCE1 silencing 

cannot only significantly inhibit the proliferation of ovarian cancer stem cells, but also enhance the 

sensitivity of cancer stem cells to β-eiemene. 

Subject headings: Ovarian Neoplasms; Neoplastic Stem Cells; Gene Silencing; Tissue Engineering 
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Table 1  Expressions of ABCE1 mRNA and protein in 

ovarian cancer stem cells 

��������	
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a

P < 0.05� 

 

�� ABCE1 mRNA 

(ABCE1/GAPDH) 

ABCE1�� 

(ABCE1/GAPDH) 

��� 0.75±0.13 0.98±0.12 

	
� 0.71±0.10 0.93±0.11 

��� 0.37±0.05

a

 0.78±0.04

a

 

� 1  RT-PCR �������	 ABCE1 

mRNA 
�� 

Figure 1  Expression of ABCE1 mRNA in 

ovarian cancer stem cells by RT-PCR 
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� 2  Western blot �������	

ABCE1 
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� 

Figure 2  Expression of ABCE1 protein in 

ovarian cancer stem cells by western blot 

assay 
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Table 2  siRNA effect on the cell cycle of ovarian cancer 

stem cells by inhibiting ABCE1 expression 

��������	
���


a

P < 0.05� 

 

�� G

0

/G

1

� S� G

2

/M� 

��� 51.4±1.5 33.1±1.6 8.7±0.1 

	
� 51.6±1.8 33.4±1.2 9.0±0.3 

��� 62.5±1.6

a

 24.3±1.8

a

 8.1±0.3 

� 3  �
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��                                  (x

_
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Table 3  Inhibition effect of beta-eiemene on the 

proliferation of ovarian cancer stem cells after ABCE1 
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a

P < 0.05� 

 

β������� ��� 	
� ��� 

0 µmol/L 14.57±0.56 14.82±0.74 25.46±0.53

a

 

2.5 µmol/L 21.41±0.38 22.35±0.41 36.53±0.74

a

 

5 µmol/L 30.75±0.43 30.26±0.85 50.27±0.21

a

 

10 µmol/L 40.46±2.51 40.57±1.47 77.57±1.47

a

 

20 µmol/L 50.52±2.12 50.62±2.16 90.25±3.24

a
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Table 4  Inhibition effect of beta-eiemene on the 

colony-formation of ovarian cancer stem cells after ABCE1 

silencing   

��������	
���


a

P < 0.05� 

 

β������� ��� 	
� ��� 

0 µmol/L 25.24±0.43 25.3176.87 33.76±0.64

a

 

2.5 µmol/L 35.67±0.68 35.81±0.83 45.30±0.72

a

  

5 µmol/L 45.15±1.23 45.67±1.01 56.43±1.03

a

  

10 µmol/L 55.46±1.14 55.34±1.14 66.56±1.10

a

 

20 µmol/L 66.84±1.56 67.43±1.76 78.27±1.37

a
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